Thus, the biogeochemical forcing and ecological consequences of nutrient dynamics on ecosystem structure are examined with emphasis on the coupling between coastal and pelagic, and terrestrial and marine environments.
There is an attempt to provide a common structural thread to all chapters.
Each chapter starts with a description of the main geographic and hydrographic features of the system, continues with a presentation of the biogeochemical interactions, and concludes with some remarks about environmental change.
This structure, although providing a link among the different chapters, necessitates that a large fraction of the book be devoted not to biogeochemistry, but rather to the physical setting unique to each system. On the other hand, because the fundamental biogeochemical interactions (e.g., primary production, respiration, assimilation of nutrients, redox chemistry) have parallels in all the systems, some redundancy could not be avoided when taking the "system approach." Despite these limitations, the book certainly provides a comprehensive introduction to the major biogeochemical processes operating in the various systems presented, and it serves as a great starting point for any one interested in learning more about and conducting research in these specific marine systems.
The bottom line: this book is a wonderful resource for students or researchers, especially those desiring an introduction to specific marine systems, and a list of the primary literature related to those systems. However, the reader will need to search elsewhere for a more global picture of marine biogeochemistry. 
